DR. RING 'ASSUMES 
3 PHONE IS TAPPED! 
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malic Information that might 
be useful in some awkward dip- 
lomatic situation." 

( A spot cheek of embassies 
3 P»und Washington disclos'd 

( that some thought their phones 
were Upped, others were confi- 
dent theirs were not, but most 
out oitys me uoei>ri i r\now periodically chocked their bthld- 

Why — Embassies Calm izi z* presence of eaves-. 

-J i^LU | dropping devices. 

I H j F4IX Refuse* Comment 

isTtt- H-. Y«kTvr«* A spokesman for the F.3X; 

WASLNGTON, Dec. Ut — The ^jd today that the bureau 
|Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King would make "no comment what-. 


sover" on the statement that 
it had listened in on Dr. King's 
conversations. I 


Jr. suys that he and hi: *s3©» 
dates in the Southern Christian 

leadership Co«rfi-rcnce "Msnmetli M thc jMStfce i>partiru.-nt, 
all along” that their telephone an officer said. "Tbi' Justice 
conversations wore tapp*-d but Department is making no eom- 
they did not know who was do- ment ” 

•ng it or why. Senator Kennedy dechnedj 

In m telephone interview from nrsnnrfnu.nt , . 

Chicago with a reporter m New f tn t^rvrm^r * v^° 

York Dr Kmg cUmenUd on ***** to on 

| an article hv J^mes ttesten lh.it tet _ 

•*■ apprartHi in The New Turk ri i te ephnae interview. 

nmes today. The article sM: limned all along 

ts *\ ° ur phonc$ ?* u p piMi but i 

With the tv» nnedy Adnunutm haven’t km>arn whether it's- 
uon 1 > nip wtcd to have Uitenrd rJlr ,<*», gowoment Or Federal 
to on the telephone eonveiwat- or what . . . vve've had no evi- 

twn- uf Martin Luther King. dencp that it was thc F.B.L" 
;the .Vegro leuJ. r during the, whv ^ F ,. deral BlI . : 

«S^^^'- 0rreas0B * «* Investigation might 
kn .wn to »tSelf_ have tapped his phones, on the] 

J legal U-K-phone tap by ^-InssnsnpUoT that VcoSd have. 

T'' .v,‘ C Tf'r' ^ ' ‘.. d , • r n •V-’ii 'eTth^^ Dr Kin - s:iid *« h.«d "no idea 

STS rSn? but ;^?. •"* “P wltt mow - 

only in connection with a cx*c 


invofvinir national security. 

In Lhc telephone interview. 
Dr. Kim; said that < ‘n k rtjUnlj’ 
_[tbrre is nothing in our move- 
ment that imrolves national 
security, even thc allegations 
that the Civil rights movement 


After stating that there wa*j 
“nothing tn our movement that' 
involves national .security/* Dr.; 
King continued: 

“They fthc F.BXJ might i»ej 
this as the reason and justifi-' 
cation. But it's so. absurd .and 


, s tofOtruted bvenmmuM-t" ' “£2“ thU » <toes not J^*5 
, u wy *. w wiretapping by an v ^Federal 

Dispute uvrr Bugging agency. ’ 

Mr R<*-r..n ; artir:» u ts a Buecitvr \ckno winter,! 
commentary on the burgeoning; 


commentary on me ourgemiin,,; ~ Tnarir ■ n»n-i -t mn _ . l. . 
[eantiuwrsy over wiretapping) rri Departmen . h*?| 

.und dec ironic eavesdropping by !/^l n 

the Government ?*** { 

The controversy has centered ® EfS** , 

on charges by J Edgar Hoover, ?**■ a Washington public re- i 
the dirm -tor of the Federal man former busi- 



took an interest in and author-; the conviction of Mr. Black on. r 
ized the F.B.l. to use clrt Ironic icharprs of mco.ne tax evasion 1 

devices to “bug" or eavesdrop " 1 ^ nulUiicd by the Supreme]* 

rv*»irf vvhich orck*r*d a new , 1 


on. suspftcted crimtnals. I I. 

Mr. Kennedy has denU-tl tlr.it | 

he knew anything ab ut F.B.L . Ounn^ tiir pre<rnl hearings 
activities in thD fhld. m Prosecution of Mr. Bakrrfj 


In his article. Mr. RestOtt 
u^kod >t tapping Dr. King’s 
phone liad been “done for rea- 
iOn.s of national security? Who 
authorized the taps? We do not 
know 


for theft. Lax evasion and con- 
spiracy, the Justice Department 
has also conceded that Mr. Bak- 
er's constitutional rights were 
violated when his telephone con- 
versations with Mr. Black. Ea- 


Hc also wrote that “the F.BJ.jw™* Levinson, a Las Vegas 
has benn bugging the telephones gambling proprietor, and Ben- 


of foreign embassies, not mere- 
ly to gather military informa- 
uon that could be vital during 


jamin Sigeibaum, a Miami busi- 
nessman, were intercepted. 

In admitting the eavesdrop- 




i major crisis, but to get diplo-jpuig in these noa^curity cases. 

the Justice Department Implied: 
. that tho bugging had been or- 
den?d by Mr. Hoover without! 
| the knowledge or appro\-al of; 


i Mj-. Kenncuy. 

* Smarting under thi? implica- 
tion, Mr. Hoover said * last 
Saturday, in response to an in- 
.iquirv fi-om RepreSc-nLvtive H. R. 
Gros.-, Republican of Iowu, that 
.Mr. Kennedy had approved not 
only all wiretapping in national 
security ca.ies but also all bug- 
ging in all other rases. 

Mr. Kennedy Immediately re- 
plied that “Mr. Hoover has been 
misinformed." 
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Charges Kxchaugrd 

Over the nest tvvr* days, the, 
1 disputants exchanged charges) 

_ and denials and released mter- 
office memoranda to support 1 
their positions. 

Mr. Kennedy freely acknowl- 
3 «?dged that he authorized — as he, 
it j was required to do— all wirc- 
y taps in national security cases, 
lo- but denied he had any knowt- 
:i edge of such eiectrumc surveil- 
ir lance a* that in the Black. 
o Sigeibaum and Levinson inves- 
tigntioos. 

»f Any confirmation that Dr. 
^.King's phone conversations had 
* been intercepted by taps would 
' only exacerbate the controversy 
' between Mr. Hoover and Sena- 
f ~- Kennedy but would also 
possibly far-reaching po- 
ll implications. 

A number of embassy >pok es- 
teemed not particularly 
bv the recent report 
the F3.I. had tapped i 
of the Dominican Re- 
's embassy. 






